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Sir: 



Applicant submits herewith copies of four English-language references that may 
be material to the examination of this application. Please consider these references and 
make them of record. 

These references are listed in the EPO search report mailed July 10, 2003 , copy 
attached. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 on September 26, 2003, which 
is the date of mailing and the date of signature. 







ed, 









Gregory O. GarmOng 
Reg. No. 29,382 
Attorney for Applicant 
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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits 
g] the European search report 

□ the declaration under Rule 45 EPC 

C3 the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 

□ the supplementary European search report concerning the international application under Article 157(2) EPC 
relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 



The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division : 

E3"' Abstract □ Title £J" Figure 

E3 The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 

Q The following figure will be published with the abstract, since the Search Division considers that it better characterises 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 

Figure: 

□ Additional copy(copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

if applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



see sheet B 



□ Ail further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 



□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 

□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 



1, 4, 6, 7 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1, 4, 6, 7 



1.1. Claims: 1, 4 

A method for preparing a coated, STZ free, nickel -base 
superalloy article comprising not less than 4.0%/wt. 
of Rhenium, characteri sted in that the initial coating 
comprising two zones is removed leaving the newly 
exposed surface substantially free of cold work or 
residual stress 



1.2. Claims: 1, 6 

A method for preparing a coated, STZ free, nickel -base 
superalloy article characteri sted in that the initial 
coating comprising two zones is removed leaving the 
newly exposed surface substantially free of cold work 
or residual stress. 



1.3. Claims: 1, 7 

A method for preparing a coated, STZ free, nickel -base 
superalloy article characteri sted in that the initial 
coating comprising two zones is removed using an acid, 
leaving the newly exposed surface substantially free 
of cold work or residual stress. 



2. Claims: 1, 5 

A method for preparing a coated, STZ free, rene N6 alloy 
article, characteri sted in that the initial coating 
comprising two zones is removed leaving the newly exposed 
surface substantially free of cold work or residual stress 



3. Claims: 1, 8 

A method for preparing a coated, STZ free, nickel -base 
superalloy article characteri sted in that the initial 
coating comprising two zones is removed, this step being 
followed by a stress relieving treatment leaving the newly 
exposed surface substantially free of cold work or residual 
stress. 



4. Claims: 1, 9 

A method for preparing a coated, STZ free, nickel -base 
superalloy article characteri sted in that the initial 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

coating comprising two zones is removed leaving the newly 
exposed surface substantially free of cold work or residual 
stress and the final coated article is heated to the SRZ 
elevated reaction temperature for the SRZ reaction period of 
time. 



5. Claims: 2, 4-9 

A method for preparing a coated, STZ free, nickel -base 
superalloy article characteristed in that the initial 
coating comprising two zones is removed and the subsequent 
coating is free of platinum and palladium 



6. Claims: 3-9 

A method for preparing a coated, STZ free, nickel -base 
superalloy article characteristed in that an initial coating 
is removed and a subsequent aluminium-containing coating is 
deposited. 



Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not 
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched 
without effort justifying an additional fee. 
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